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Welcome & Thank You

Welcome to the AWC Scholarship Program
annual newsletter. Once again, we want to
thank you for your continuous support to
our program. With your help we were able
to reach our 2021 fundraising goal to help
260 young Thai girls advance their education. While this in a lower number than
previous years, we believe it is still a very
valuable contribution toward the Thai community, especially when we consider the
challenges that we have all faced with the
pandemic. We want to express our gratitude to both new and renewing sponsors
who have believed in and supported this
important cause for the past 26 years.
The American Women’s Club of Thailand
launched the Scholarship Program in 1995
Scholarship students from Udon Thammanusorn School, Udon Thani in
to support underprivileged young girls in
Thailand’s Northeast.
the rural areas of Thailand during their last
these girls would often have to abandon their studies
3 years of high school. Because they come from very
to find ways to bring income to support their famipoor families, the chances are high that expenses
lies. Giving these girls the opportunity to continue
related to school cannot be prioritized over basic
their education is a way to open so many doors for
needs such as food and clothing. In such situations
them and more options for their future. Thanks again
Holiday Greetings from a Student________ for your support!
Dear,Sponsor.
It takes a village to provide the support our girls need.
Hello, I’m Phatcharaporn Phota. I’m thank you support
for me. My studies this year have to adjust a lot due to the
Covid-19 epidemic, so I have to study online at home for
_____THANK YOU, EDF TEAM_____
quite a long time. Usually we have to go
Since 2012, AWC has partnered
to school but this time we study online
with The Education for Develat home. Therefore, we need to be more
disciplined than every in waking up to
opment Foundation (EDF) to
study. Submitting assignments in the class
support and administer the
room we go to school many times. Or it
Scholarship Program. They serve as our connection
may sometimes cause us to not listen fully
to the schools and with the students. In addition to
because sometimes the family doesn’t unfinding, vetting, and communicating with our schools
derstand what online learning is. But when he explained it to and students, EDF also handles the day-to-day
his family, he understood and accepted us. and finally Merry
management of our sponsor/student pairing. They
Christmas May the suffering gradually fade away Only hapdisburse funds to the schools for each student and
piness comes in. May the next year be a good one. Thank you.
make sure that the guidelines of our program conSending you lots of love and heartfelt wishes to have a wontinue to be met. Without the EDF Team our job would
derful Christmas and holiday cheer.
be much more challenging, and we are grateful to
~ Phatcharaporn Phota is an M5 student at KhontheePittayakhave such a great partnership. Learn more about EDF
hom School, sponsored by Judy Benn.
by visiting their website: www.edfthai.org/en/

The Gift of Education Lasts a Lifetime

DONORS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

About Our Sponsors

The AWC Scholarship Program is fortunate to have a
great many corporate, group and individual sponsors.
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to one and all.
• Rotary Club of Denver Southeast supported 96
students this year.
• Corporate sponsors include Thailand Oilsmen
Charity Group which supported 29 students.
Thanks to them for their continued belief and
support in our cause.
• Our individual donors combined to support 135
student Scholarships through personal fundraising
and donations.
A sincere “Thank You” from the Scholarship Program
to those who supported our program in other ways
such as attending our fundraising events or making
smaller cash donations.

How Sponsors Benefit

• Make a difference in the lives of underprivileged
girls in rural Thailand by giving them the chance to
complete their high school education
• Opportunity to correspond with your student
• Corporate Social Responsibility opportunity for
corporations
• Be able to deduct your donation from your taxes

Sponsor contributions make dreams
come true!

Rotary Club of Denver SE, USA

For more than 21 years the Rotary Club of Denver
Southeast has supported the
AWC Scholarship Program! In
2021 a total of 73 Rotarians
generously opened their
pockets to support the education of 96 young
women in Thailand with scholarships.
A dedicated advocate in the US for the AWC Scholarship Program is Christa Reich who has led the fundraising effort at the Rotary Club of Denver Southeast
for many years. She has been a donor since 1998 and
has personally sponsored 43 students. Christa is not
only dedicated to raising money for the program but
also invests time in developing a relationship with her
students.
We recently interviewed her...
Q: How did you become involved with the AWC
Scholarship?
In 2000 one of our members and his wife returned
from Bangkok, introducing our members to the need
for continued education for
high school girls in Thailand. At that time, we were
able to raise the funds to
support 20 girls.
In 2002 we applied to
Rotary International for a
matching grant and reChrista Reich lives in Colorado,
ceived US$33,000 to be
USA.
spent over a three-year
period. However, the non-renewable grant expired
with the 2004-05 school year. The challenge for
the coming years was to be able to help the same
number of students—without the help of the grant.
Q: How did you overcome these challenges?
Through weekly presentations (and reminders!) to
our members in February of each year our Rotary
Club has been able to provide approximately 100
sponsorships for the last 20 years. This provided an
education for about 1,700 girls who will now have a
better future through our financial help.
Thank you, Christa and all the Rotarians, for
your continued donations to keep these amazing
young women in school. Your effort really makes a
difference!

Sponsor Jennifer Sparks sharing a little Valentine’s love
with students at a school visit.
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PROGRAM NEWS
THANK YOU & GOODBYE!

Marie-Lyne J. Thomas

As a former recipient of several scholarships, I was
always interested to find ways to give back in education. Because I know what difference
this can make for a young girl full of
dreams. I’m grateful for the opportunity I had this year to support the
program. While this role was often in
conflict with my obligations as a fulltime employee and mother during COVID-19, I still had
the opportunity to learn a lot and I am really honored
to have contributed to helping young Thai girls continue their education.
As my term comes to an end, I am pleased to see
more AWC members interested in supporting the
program. I will continue to support the Scholarship
Committee and the new chair during the transition. I
am looking forward to a great year with your support
and want to thank you all for this opportunity!

WELCOME NEW LEADER!
Priscilla Heffelfinger

I am thrilled to jump into the AWC Scholarship Committee to share my passion for giving every child
a chance to meet her
wildest dreams. As a
mother of four whose
life weaves between the
States and Southeast Asia
(currently Thailand), and
a co-founder of a nonprofit that delivers healthy
meals to children attending schools in the world’s
poorest areas, I see school as the essential gateway
to opportunity.
I can’t wait to share my 20-plus years in the development sector, along with others who are passionate
about education, to ensure more children receive
the schooling they deserve to build a brighter future
for themselves and all of us. The world can always
use thoughtful thinkers and goodwill doers. Let’s
roll up our sleeves to give more children the tools to
succeed.
While our girls may come from humble
beginnings, their families are as passionate about
their education as we are.
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AWC Raises Funds for Scholarship

As you may know, AWC organizes social fundraising
events in Bangkok to raise money for the Scholarship
Program every year. Despite various Covid-19
restrictions in Thailand over the past 18 months, we
did participate in some activities that garnered 46,200
baht which covered 7.7 scholarships. In addition,
many AWC members donated smaller amounts of
cash as support for the student scholarships.
On a high note, we were able to conduct two primary
fundraisers to help reach our fundraising goal for
2021. Read about them below...

American Quilt Raffle, March 2021
Thank you all for supporting the AWC American–Thai
Quilt Fundraiser. The beautiful quilt, inspired by
American and Thai cultures, was
handmade by many AWC members
and friends. The Quilt Raffle raised
103,500 baht which funded 17 scholarships for 2021!
Congratulations to Jill Becker
(pictured right), the winner of the
American–Thai Quilt. She was overjoyed and will cherish it long after
her time in Thailand is over. Her winning raffle ticket
was drawn from 207 entries on March 8th at AWC’s
International Women’s Day Tea.

Charity Trivia Night on Zoom, May 2021
Without in-person fundraising, we tried something
different, an
online game
night. Thanks
to all who participated in the
Charity Trivia
Night on Friday,
May 28th.
Twenty (20)
AWC members
and friends of AWC helped to raise 52,000 baht for
the American Women’s Club Scholarship Program.
This meant we could provide 8.5 more scholarships to
young female students in Thailand. Thanks to all for
helping us achieve this.
Congratulations to 1st place Team Lettuce Win!

OUR STUDENTS

Why the Scholarship Program is Critical

A high percentage of Thai high school students drop
out of school. Why? Because of:
• Poverty
• Pressure to earn a living to support family
• Inability to pay for expenses: transportation,
school supplies, food, etc.
Attending high school gives them a chance to continue their education toward a brighter future.
Graduating from high school can break the poverty
cycle for an entire family. We are happy to report that

Although AWC was not able to organize school visits
this year, the EDF team was able to obtain pictures
and letters from our students. We share some of
those with you in this newsletter. It is always a great
pleasure to read the letters. Their kind words and
smiling faces (behind the masks!) remind us that we
all work together for a great cause: The Education of
Young Women!

65 AWC Scholarship students graduated in
March 2021 and have more potential than before.

Kanyarat Sangrat
graduated from Tiew
Wittayakhom School
in March 2021. Along
with her advisor, she
proudly displays the
Certificate of Achievement from the AWC
Scholarship Program.

The students and their advisor at Thong Saen Khan Wittaya School
in Uttaradit, North Thailand, show us their holiday greeting letters
before sending them to us.

Christmas Letter From Pronpat

Who is Eligible & How we Help

Scholarships are given to students who meet these
requirements. School Advisors choose the students
based on:
• Female from rural North,
Northeastern, or Central
Thailand
• In grades M4-M6
• A GPA of at least 2.5
• Strong desire to complete their
upper secondary education
• Annual household income of less than 50,000 baht
Each Scholarship costs 6,000 baht (USD 200) per
year.
More than 7,500 girls have gone to high school since
1995 thanks to the AWC sponsor donations.
By Pronpat Sinthu, an M6 student at KhontheePittayakhom
School is being supported by Richard Allison, Rotary Club of
Denver Southeast.
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COVID-19 Update

Wanassanan Writes About Her Studies

Like many countries around the world, the Thai
school year was again disrupted by the pandemic.
From January 2021 most Thai schools were in session
remotely. As of November a majority were able to
return to in-person classes ... then came the omicron
variant which sent everyone back to online learning.
While learning online might seem normal in more
developed countries, this modality presented many
challenges for both the schools and the students in
rural areas of a country like Thailand. Many do not
have internet, smart phones or digital TV. In cases
of schools closures, the teachers had to work hard
to prepare paperwork to be sent home and follow
up with students at their home. Our partner, EDF
Thailand, assisted with innovative strategies and
whatever support they could for the teachers and
students. Everyone has done their best and is hopeful
for a better year in 2022.
It is more important than ever that we continue to
contribute to the betterment of these young women
who are fighting an uphill battle in a new world.
SCHOOL VISITS

We have not been able to conduct any school visits
this year due to Covid-19 restrictions. We are hoping
to reinstate a school visit or two in the coming year.
Typically, the Scholarship Committee and an EDF
representative visit
some of the schools
for an in-person
check to see how
things are going,
that the schools
are adhering to
our guidelines, and
that everything is
running smoothly. We meet with the school officials
to review program specifics. It is important we
understand how each school functions to make sure
the needs of our students are being met.
But most important is to get to know our students a
little better. Their level of English varies but is usually
poor to moderate. Learning English is a difficult task
in these rural areas as there are few native English
speakers who teach. Despite the language barrier we
learn about the girls’ home lives, what they like to do,
and what they aspire to be after school.
These girls are always so appreciative of the opportunity AWC sponsorship has given them to stay in
school.
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Wanassanan Nanta shares her complicated learning experience during Covid. She is in her last year of high school at Thong Saen Khan
Wittaya School in Uttaradit. Her sponsor has been Robert (Sonny)
Wiegand II from the Rotary Club of Denver Southeast.

HOME VISITS

Home visits give us a chance to see why our support
is so crucial. These visits can be heartwarming and
heartbreaking at the same time. Most of our girls
come from farming families in rural areas. Sometimes we visit single-parent homes or those with no
parents present. Even when parents are involved
and working,
the income is
still lacking.
Their homes are
simple, often
without indoor
plumbing, sparse
furniture, and
sometimes no
electricity.
Regardless of how little the family may have, we see
love and pride in the homes. These people graciously
welcome us as visitors and allow us to look around
and get a feel for their everyday life. All the families
are very proud that their daughter, niece, granddaughter has been selected for a scholarship.

Success Stories

Jane is studying
political science
at Mae Jo University.

Many of the Scholarship recipients
continue on to university after high
school. We have had the privilege of
meeting several former Scholarship
students over the years.
Kattalee studied law
at Thammasart University.

Juthathip became an
early school teacher.

We are so proud of our girls and all
they are able to accomplish!

Jenjira studied International Business Management in Rotterdam
Business School.

Patcharee became a
teacher and open her
own school.

Araya became a hospital dietitian after
earning a degree at Mahasarakham
University.

CHANGE A YOUNG GIRL’S LIFE

Donate 6,000 baht (US$200) to sponsor a girl for one year of high school. Or donate any
amount which will be combined with AWC funds to support as many students as we can.
A scholarship sponsorship covers educational
expenses the family cannot afford:
• Books & school supplies
• Uniforms
• Meals at school
• Transportation to and from school
• Miscellaneous school fees such as computer lab
The girls and their families need and appreciate your
donation.

Letter From Miss Kotchaporn

Hello, I’m Kotchaporn Chamnanprai. I’m thank you support
for me. I’m make the most of it. Past time it’s hard to live my
life. The situation is not very good in Thailand. There is and
epidemic like Covid-19. Make it necessary to study online
during this period. Causing many things to miss during the
past time. Now I’m studying in last high school. The time that
should have been used better, but still have to be careful. I
have started studying at school, but I don’t know how much I
will learn.
Finally, Merry Christmas in advance. I hope you happy
Christmas with family. May your Christmas be filled with
smiles. I wish you to take good care of yourself. Be careful from
the Covid-19 epidemic. Healthy How is your home situation
now ? I hope you are from this epidemic. Take care
~ Kotchaporn Chamnanprai, M6 student in KhontheePittayakhom School, sponsored by Ann Bacher & James Sampson

HOW THE FUNDS ARE PROCESSED

• Donations from sponsors are received by the
Scholarship Program
• AWC volunteers coordinate with sponsors and our
administrative partner, EDF Thailand.
• EDF coordinates with the schools and distributes
funds to the students at the schools twice a year
(May and November).
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More Scholarship Program Information
Program
Statistics 2022
260 Students
5 New
255 Renewals
161 Graduating
127 Sponsors
29 Schools

Scholarship Application

EDF Thailand collects the student application form in Thai to ensure the student
meets our criteria of low family income,
good academic performance (GPA > 2.5),
demonstrates good behavior, and a commitment to learning. The student must
also submit a biographical statement and
current photo.

How to Sponsor a Student for 2022

The 2022 fundraising drive has begun, with a goal of supporting at
least 200 students. The donation amount to support one student
will remain unchanged at 6,000 baht or US$200. Please know we
will gratefully accept ANY donation
amount. Below are the ways you can
give:
• Donate cash in person (for those
who donate in Thailand)
• Donate via domestic bank transfer
(see AWC bank details on page 8)
• Donate via international bank
transfer (see AWC bank details on
page 8)
• Donate via PayPal from anywhere in
the world.
• Donate via EDF America, https://edfamerica.org/donations/awc/
(for US taxpayers who require a tax-deductible donation
receipt).
See full details at www.awcthailand.org/scholar_sponsor.

AWC Scholarship Sponsor Guide

Here is some basic information you might want to know as
a sponsor in the AWC Scholarship Program:
1. Donation receipt
• AWC Sponsors will receive an original receipt within 7-14
days by email, after the donation has been fully processed.
2. Scholarship Student Information
• Your student information will be sent to you by email in
July or August after the start of the school term and all
students’ enrollments are confirmed by schools. Enclosed
in the email are the Student Information Certificate which
includes a student photo, map with her province location
and a message from the student.
3. Correspondence with Scholarship Students
• Also included with the student information is the name
of the counselor and address of the school the student
attends. If you wish to correspond with the student,
please send a letter to the student in care of the counselor
at the school address. Please include your address and
email contact information if you would like the student to
correspond with you. The student is not given the sponsor
contact information by AWC or EDF.
• AWC & EDF do not approve of any student asking a
sponsor directly for money or any inappropriate communication. If your student does so, please let AWC know
at scholars@awcthailand.org, and we will contact the
advisor to inform the student that such communication is
not acceptable.
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4. Transfer of Scholarship Funds to the Scholarship Recipients
• Funds are transferred to Scholarship students twice a year
after confirmation of school term enrollment has been received. Funds are transferred in July for the 1st term and
November for the 2nd term.
• Occasionally student substitutions are necessary as a
result of factors such as change of school or relocation
due to changes in parents’ employment. AWC will reallocate the funds to other qualified candidates whose information will be emailed to you at the earliest possible time.
5. Tax-deductible Donation Receipts
• For Thai taxpayers: You may request a tax-deductible donation receipt by contacting scholars@awcthailand.org.
It will be sent to you by The Education for Development
Foundation (EDF), the nonprofit organization directed by
AWC to administer a portion of the Scholarship program.
• For US Taxpayers: EDF America, located in the USA, partners with EDF Thailand. As a non-profit organization, they
are able to provide a tax-deductible receipt to US taxpayers. It is sent automatically via email when you donate on
their website, https://edfamerica.org/donations/awc/
6. Regular updated news and information
• AWC Scholarship Program will email sponsors to keep you
informed about our activities and progress reports about
our program.
7. School Calendar in Thailand (usual)
• Term I
Mid-May / June – early October
• Term II
Early November – early March

Scholarship Program FAQ

We thank you for your generous support!

What is the Scholarship Program?

Founded in 1995 and operated entirely by volunteers,
the American Women’s Club Scholarship Program has
helped thousands of girls to pursue one common dream:
an education. In Thailand, the compulsory education
system requires students to attend school only through
grade 9. The final grades, 10-12, which mainly focus
on academic or vocational training, are often sacrificed
because of financial pressures on individual families. The
AWC program offers scholarships to female students
who are at great risk of dropping out during these
crucial years. For 2021, we had 29 schools participating
in our program.

Why is the Scholarship Program Needed?

While the Thai government provides basic tuition, this
subsidy does not cover all educational expenses. The fees
for books, uniforms, supplies, meals and transportation
are all the responsibility of the student’s family. These
extra expenses are a real burden for most families in
rural communities in Thailand. Your sponsorship covers
most educational expenses for one year, enabling a
student to further her education.

Who is Eligible for an AWC Scholarship?

School advisors nominate students who show a strong
desire to complete their secondary education and meet
the established grade-point requirement (>2.5 GPA),
but whose family income levels place them at risk to
discontinue their studies. A comprehensive application
form must be submitted to EDF for verification
of need. EDF then matches approved students to
individual sponsors. In return, the students must
continue to meet the grade-point requirement and
correspond with their sponsors.

How Much of my Contribution Goes to
Overhead?

1,000 baht of the 6,000 baht donation will go towards
the EDF administration fee. And the balance of 5,000
baht goes to the student in two installments, first and
second semester respectively.

Is my Scholarship Donation Tax Deductible?

AWC does not have tax-deductible status in the US,
although we understand members do claim under
charitable contributions much the same as clothing
donations. Our partner EDF can offer tax-deductible
receipts for taxpayers in Thailand, expats or nationals.

How are the Funds Disbursed and Tracked?

EDF works closely with an advisor at each school to
oversee the disbursement of the funds to the students
each term. The student is responsible for submitting
an expense report for each term. The advisor will
review and monitor the student’s expenses. In addition,
committee members periodically visit and audit the
schools in order to ensure proper use of funds and to
assess compliance with AWC guidelines.

What if my Student Drops Out?

As soon as EDF is notified by the school advisor, they
will assign the sponsor a new student.

Can I Correspond with my Student?

Yes, you can send a letter to your student at her school
address on the Student Information Form you receive
from EDF.

How Can I Participate?

Every scholarship is made possible by the generosity of
individual sponsors. Your support is needed! We accept
donations of 6,000 baht or US$200. Ways to donate
can be found at our website: www.awcthailand.org/
scholar_sponsor.

AWC Scholarship Program

c/o American Women’s Club of Thailand
76 Phasuk Kasem Soi 4, Pattanakarn 63
Prawet, Bangkok 10250 Thailand
Email: scholars@awcthailand.org
Web: www.awcthailand.org/scholarship
Facebook: American Women’s Club of Thailand - Scholarship Program

AWC BANK DETAILS:
Account Name: American Women’s Club of Thailand
Bank Name: Bank of Ayudhya PCL (BAY)(Krungsri)
Account Number: 116-1-33939-1
Account Type: Savings
Account Branch: Sukhumvit 35
SWIFT: AYUDTHBK
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Sponsor a Student for 2022

Please complete this sponsor application and email it along with
proof of payment to scholars@awcthailand.org. Or visit
www.awcthailand.org/scholar_sponsor for online application and
payment via PayPal or EDF America.
American Women’s Club of Thailand
Scholarship Program

Sponsor a Thai student in rural Thailand in grade* M4, M5 or M6 for the
academic year May to March. (*Equals U.S. grades 10, 11, and 12)

Donor Information: AWC member?

¨Y¨

N

Name: ___________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
City:___________________ State/Province:____________________
Zip/Postal Code: ___________Country:_________________________
Contact Number: __________________________________________
Email: (required) __________________________________________
Note: All AWC correspondence will be by email.

Sponsorship:

¨

¨

New Sponsor
Renewing Sponsor
For sponsorship renewals, we will assign the same enrolled student.

o I will sponsor ____ student(s)
o I will make a general donation toward the Scholarship Program in
the amount of ___________ Thai Baht/USD.

o I will donate ____ student sponsorship/s as a gift to:
Name: _________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
_____________________________ City:_____________________
State/Province:_______________ Zip/Postal Code:___________
Country: ____________________
Email: _______________________________________________

Donation: (per sponsorship) THB=Thai Baht, USD=US Dollars
Amount: ¨ $200 USD or ¨ 6,000 THB
Payment by: ¨ PayPal ¨ Bank or Wire Transfer ¨ EDF America
TOTAL DONATION: _______________ Thai Baht/USD

Tax Receipt Needed?

¨ Yes ¨ No

Our partner EDF (The Education for Development Foundation) can offer taxdeductible receipts for taxpayers in Thailand, expatriates or Thai nationals.
If you wish to do this, please provide the name for the tax receipt:
________________________________________________

AWC Scholarship Program
76 Phasuk Kasem Soi 4, Pattanakarn 63, Prawet
Bangkok 10250 Thailand
Email: scholars@awcthailand.org
Website: www.awcthailand.org/scholarship
Facebook: American Women’s Club of Thailand – Scholarship Program

Thank you for your generous support! Funds will be distributed in
early June, so we appreciate your donation by April 30th.
Rev. Dec 2021

